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MISSISSIPPI EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY -- FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
FEMA-DR-1398-M S-NR13

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 27, 2001

Amy Bissell, MEMA, 601-960-9039

Contacts:
(After hours pager, 601-930-2652)

Jay Eaker, FEMA, 601-956-1844
(After hours pager, 800-759-8888, PI N# 1071383)

DISASTER UNEMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE NOW AVAILABLE

JACKSON, Miss. December 27, 2001 — Residents located in the Hsidisdeclared Mississippi
counties who are unemployed because of the regeradoes, flooding and severe storms are now #igb

apply for disaster unemployment assistance.

State Coordinating Officer for the disaster remgweffort, Leon Shaifer, reported that the Stdite o
Mississippi Employment Security Commission has ested and has received initial funding “A
supplemental request for additional funds can baested later if additional funds are needed,” f8harid.

The Disaster Unemployment Assistance programregyeople who would otherwise be ineligible for
unemployment compensation, including agricultural hourly paid workers, salaried employees, thie sel
employed and other categories of workers not iredud the regular unemployment program. The special
assistance program was activated following Presilaah’s disaster declaration on December 7.

Gracia Szczech, the federal official in chargéhefdisaster recovery effort, said, “Claims faaditer

unemployment assistance should be filed at the plegmment insurance office of the Mississippi
Employment Security Commission nearest to the pgsdmme. This emergency benefit program is emntirel

funded by the federal government; therefore, tinelldoe no increases in taxes paid by Mississippi
employers to the Unemployment Compensation TrustiFu

The deadline for applying for unemployment assisé for those living in Bolivar, DeSoto, Hinds,
Humphreys, Madison, Panola, Quitman, Sunflowere Baid Washington counties is January 10, 2002.

Those living in the counties of Grenada, Lafag/eltieake, Scott and Tunica have until January 28,

2002, to apply.
#HH



